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Thunder



Recap

The variety of eyewitness accounts gives 
us a robust picture of Easter

“Who do the crowds say that I am?” Luke 9:18

Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus. John 11:5



Martha-Eldest, Rule Keeper
Martha’s belief didn’t 

translate into faith

Mary-Youngest, Rule Breaker

Mary’s curiosity didn’t translate 
into transformation 

Recap



But to all who believed him and accepted him, he 
gave the right to become children of God. John 1:12

Recap



Jesus is like a Rorschach test, 
we see what we want

The Rorschach inkblot test is a type of projective 
psychological test created in 1921 by a Swiss 
psychologist named Hermann Rorschach. Often 
utilized to assess personality and emotional 
functioning, it is the second most commonly 
used forensic test after the MMPI-2



“Regardless of what anyone may personally think or 
believe about him, Jesus of Nazareth has been the 

dominant figure in the history of Western culture for 
almost twenty centuries.” Jaroslav Pelikan, historian



One of John’s chief interests is to remind people that a 
casual glance at Jesus will never do. Those who remain 
with him find (their) simple images opening up into an 

entirely new way of looking at the world. Sean McDonough

St John’s gospel is often described as the mystical or most 
theological of the gospels, and from the early third century 

it has been called the spiritual gospel Michael Mullins



"It is shallow enough for a child not to drown, 
yet deep enough for an elephant to swim in it.” 

St. Augustine about John’s Gospel



How does a rich, spoiled, power hungry 
man become the disciple of love?



The following day John was again standing with two of his 
disciples.  As Jesus walked by, John looked at him and 

declared, “Look! There is the Lamb of God!”  When John’s two 
disciples heard this, they followed Jesus. John 1:36-37

Pre-Jesus



Who the other disciple was, is not certain: but 
considering (1) that the Evangelist never names himself 

in his Gospel, and (2) that this account is so minutely 
accurate as to specify even the hours of the day, and in 

all respects bears marks of an eye-witness, and again (3) 
that this other disciple, from this last circumstance, 

certainly would have been named, had not the name 
been suppressed for some especial reason, we are 

justified in inferring that it was the Evangelist himself. 
And such has been the general opinion. A. Knowles



 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell 
to his knees before Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please 

leave me—I’m such a sinful man.”  For he was awestruck 
by the number of fish they had caught, as were the 
others with him. His partners, James and John, the 

sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. Luke 5:9-10

His Calling
amazed isn’t being a disciple



A little farther up the shore Jesus saw Zebedee’s sons, James 
and John, in a boat repairing their nets. He called them at 

once, and they also followed him, leaving their father, 
Zebedee, in the boat with the hired men. Mark 1:19-20

Affluent Background



 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over 
and spoke to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to 
do us a favour.” “What is your request?” he asked. They 

replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we 
want to sit in places of honour next to you, one on your 

right and the other on your left.” Mark 10:35-37

Entitled



 As the time drew near for him to ascend to heaven, 
Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. He sent 

messengers ahead to a Samaritan village to prepare for 
his arrival. But the people of the village did not welcome 

Jesus because he was on his way to Jerusalem. When 
James and John saw this, they said to Jesus, “Lord, 

should we call down fire from heaven to burn them up?” 
But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Luke 9:51-54

Power
Peter gets all the flack



John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone 
using your name to cast out demons, but we 

told him to stop because he wasn’t in our 
group.” “Don’t stop him!” Jesus said. Mark 9:38

Us vs Them



Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led 
them up a high mountain to be alone. As the men 
watched, Jesus’ appearance was transformed 9:2

Then Jesus stopped the crowd and wouldn’t let 
anyone go with him except Peter, James, and John 

(the brother of James). Mark 5:37

 He took Peter, James, and John with him, and he 
became deeply troubled and distressed. 14:33

Inner Three



When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple 
he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” And 
he said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then 

on this disciple took her into his home. John 19:26-27

Trusted



What convinced John that Jesus was 
unlike anyone he has ever met?

How does a rich, spoiled, power hungry 
man become the disciple of love?



Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. They were 
both running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, but he didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and went 
inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, while the 
cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart 
from the other wrappings. Then the disciple who had reached the 
tomb first also went in, and he saw and believed— for until then 
they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must 

rise from the dead. John 20:3-9

Turning Point



We see John’s transformation through his writing

Seeker-disciple of John the Baptist

Son of Thunder-call down fire

John-faithful by the cross

John’s Letters-the disciple of love

Entitled-sit at your right hand

Witness-profoundly affected by the Resurrection



Jesus forces us to reflect on our motives for following Him. If 
we live for comfort and ease, we won’t give up our beds, 

money, and entertainment to follow Him. If idyllic 
community is what motivates our decisions, we won’t give up 
close friends and family members. Jesus is clear. If we want 

to be His disciples, we must be motivated by something 
greater than comfort and community. His kingdom must 

motivate us, and the kingdom comes with a cost.

Why Follow Jesus?, Jonathan Dodson



True disciples will consider and embrace the cost 
over and over again. They will endure because, in 

finding the kingdom, they have found a King worthy 
of their sacrifice. Searching for the why of their 
existence, they discover a pearl of great price. 

Why Follow Jesus?, Jonathan Dodson

John discovered a person worth everything 



What is it for you?

Curious

Amazed

Believer



The disciple Jesus loved was sitting 
next to Jesus at the table. John 13:23

When Jesus saw his mother standing 
there beside the disciple he loved 19:26

She ran and found Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. 20:2

Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter 21:7

Loved by Jesus



This disciple is the one who testifies to these events and has recorded them 
here. And we know that his account of these things is accurate. Jesus also 
did many other things. If they were all written down, I suppose the whole 
world could not contain the books that would be written. John 21:24-25

Last Words

Dear children, keep away from anything that might 
take God’s place in your hearts. 1 John 5:21

 He who is the faithful witness to all these things says, “Yes, I am coming 
soon!” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! May the grace of the Lord Jesus be 

with God’s holy people. Revelation 22:20-21
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