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The law isn't a codicil to the 
original promise
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One of the major themes of the 
bible is family

And not simply family as blood 
relations but family by faith

Church was/is meant to be a 
spiritual family and the means to 

salvation and sanctification



Motives Matter vs 8-20

 Formerly, when you did not know 
God, you were slaves to those who by 
nature are not gods. But now that 
you know God—or rather are known 

by God—how is it that you are 
turning back to those weak and 

miserable forces? vs 8-9a



Those people are zealous to win you 
over, but for no good. What they want 
is to alienate you from us, so that you 

may have zeal for them. vs 17

It is fine to be zealous, provided the 
purpose is good, and to be so always, 
not just when I am with you. vs 18

Motives Matter vs 8-20



The Judaizers are not only trying 
to return the churches of Galatia 
to Jewish law and customs, but 

they were also trying to separate 
people from their spiritual family 

Motives Matter vs 8-20



 So in Christ Jesus you are all children 
of God through faith Galatians 3:26

Sons and Daughters vs 1-7



What I am saying is that as long as an 
heir is underage, he is no different 
from a slave, although he owns the 

whole estate. vs 1

So also, when we were underage, we were 
in slavery under the elemental 

spiritual forces of the world. vs 3

Sons and Daughters vs 1-7



elemental spiritual forces 
Stoicheion: any first thing, from which the 
others belonging to some series or composite 

whole take their rise, an element, first 
principal

In fact, though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you the 

elementary truths of God’s word all over again. 
You need milk, not solid food! Hebrews 5:12

So also, when we were underage, we were in 
slavery under the elemental spiritual forces 

of the world. vs 3



“Paul’s use of the concept of being a slave 
obviously carries a strong allusion to the lives 
of slaves in Roman culture.  Since Ephesus and 
Galatia were Roman colonies they had a vivid 
picture of the misery slaves under Roman rule 

suffered; likely, some of Paul’s audience had been 
or were slaves. Just as slaves under Roman law 
lived in fearful circumstances, were especially 

low in status, and were considered inferior, so as 
slaves we are in bondage to fear, are objects of 
shame in God’s eyes, and are inferior according to 

the standards of the law.” Sarah Julien 

Sons and Daughters vs 1-7



Sons and Daughters vs 1-7

Slavery to sin, fear, death, spiritual orphans 
that are preyed upon by the world (elemental 

forces)

But when the set time had fully come, God sent 
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 

redeem those under the law, that we might 
receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his 
sons, God sent the Spirit[witness] of his Son into 

our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, 
Father.” vs 5-6



“Adoption is the legal device found in many 
legal systems by which a person leaves his own 
family and enters the family of another. In the 
Roman law and culture of the first century A.D. 
an affluent but childless adult who wanted an 
heir would adopt a post-pubescent male, often a 

slave, to be his son. Though there were some 
instances of female adoptees, they were rare.  

Adoption was one of the few ways a slave could 
come into the patria potestas, the power of the 

father.” 

Sons and Daughters vs 1-7



A Tale of Two Covenants vs 21-31

Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are 
you not aware of what the law says? vs 21



A Tale of Two Covenants vs 21-31

For it is written that Abraham had two 
sons, one by the slave woman and the 

other by the free woman. vs 22

His son by the slave woman was born 
according to the flesh, but his son by 

the free woman was born as the result of 
a divine promise. vs 23



A Tale of Two Covenants vs 21-31

The Law says I can earn salvation and 
take by effort the promises of God

The divine promise of God is that you 
will never be good enough and the God 

himself will provide a way for you to be 
saved



A Tale of Two Covenants vs 21-31

These things are being taken figuratively: 
The women represent two covenants. vs 24



A Tale of Two Covenants vs 21-31

If you fully obey the Lord your God and 
carefully follow all his commands I give 
you today, the Lord your God will set you 
high above all the nations on earth. All 

these blessings will come on you and 
accompany you if you obey the Lord your 

God: Deuteronomy 28:1-2

Mosaic Covenant-conditional covenant



 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no 
children. But she had an Egyptian slave 

named Hagar; so she said to Abram, “The Lord 
has kept me from having children. Go, sleep 
with my slave; perhaps I can build a family 

through her.” Genesis 16:1-2

A Tale of Two Covenants vs 21-31

By my effort and my own hand will I 
take hold of Gods’s promise

Hagar



Abrahamic Covenant-unconditional covenant
A Tale of Two Covenants vs 21-31

As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will 
be the father of many nations. No longer will you 
be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for 
I have made you a father of many nations. I will 
make you very fruitful; I will make nations of 

you, and kings will come from you. I will 
establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant 
between me and you and your descendants after 
you for the generations to come, to be your God 

and the God of your descendants after you. 
Genesis 17:4-7



A Tale of Two Covenants vs 21-31

Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he 
had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what 
he had promised. Sarah became pregnant and 
bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at 

the very time God had promised him. 
Genesis 21:1-2

Sarah

God is faithful and will fulfill His 
promises in His time



 Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are 
children of promise. At that time the son born 
according to the flesh persecuted the son born 
by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 
But what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the 

slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s 
son will never share in the inheritance with 

the free woman’s son.” vs 28-30

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not 
children of the slave woman, but of the free 

woman. vs 31



 See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is 
what we are! The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Dear friends, now we are 
children of God, and what we will 
be has not yet been made known.  

1 John 3:1-2a


