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Relationship vs. Religion?, Greg Kouk

It wasn't religion itself that was the problem. It was 
something else, something that makes the offer of 

relationship with God appealing in contrast to what 
seemed like the empty rigours of religion and ritual.

This slogan has been a rallying cry of 1970's and 
80's evangelicalism. The emphasis on having "a 

relationship with God," I think, is a new 
phenomenon coming out of the sixties. It smacks of 

T-groups and sensitivity training, emphasizing 
freedom and feeling rather than form and content.



Relationship vs. Religion?, Greg Kouk
The crux here is what is meant by the words 
"religion" and "relationship." If "religion" 

means a body of truth pertaining to God and the 
afterlife and the unseen world, combined with a 

way of life informed by that truth, and a 
community of faith seeking to follow that way of 

life, then Christianity certainly is a religion.
But I understand the motive behind the distinction. 
Christians meant to combat the notion that liturgy 
and doctrine captured everything that Christianity 
was about. Young people in the 60's had grown up 

in the church dutifully practicing religion in this 
sense, yet having no reality of God in their life at all. 



Relationship vs. Religion?, Greg Kouk

Following the spiritual vitality of the 
Reformation came a period of high orthodoxy. 
It was characterized by very elaborate systems 

of theology which, for some, replaced 
knowledge of God (along with spiritual 

intimacy) with mere information about Him.

True spirituality came to be defined not by 
right knowledge of God, but by profound 
and intense experience of the mystical.



The subject of God’s law is controversial among 
the churches that call themselves Christian. In 
the professing Christian world, there is much 
confusion and division about God’s law. Some 

churches reject the law wholesale, while  
others reject portions of it Isaac Khalil 
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The commandments not only show us what God 
wants; they show us what God is like. Kevin DeYoung



The Ten Commandments, also known as Aseret 
HaDibrot (“Ten Sayings” in Hebrew) or 
Decalogue, are the first ten of the 613 

commandments given by God to the Jewish 
people. They form the foundation of Jewish 

ethics, as well as civil and religious law.  
Rabbi Ronald H. Isaacs
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Exactly two months after the Israelites left Egypt, 
they arrived in the wilderness of Sinai. Exodus 20:1
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‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians. 
You know how I carried you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. vs 4

Seen: Israel bore witness to a God who was alive 
and active in their midst and on their behalf

Carried: As well they also acknowledged God’s 
power in releasing them from slavery

Myself: And God’s intent was (as it is still 
today) to gather a people to Him
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“I will come to you in a thick cloud, Moses, so the 
people themselves can hear me when I speak with 

you. Then they will always trust you.” vs 9

This is the first time that Yahweh would give the 
people the law (a reflection of who He is and what 

He requires).  In this statement God is fostering 
trust of His words and trust of His messenger
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Go back down and warn the people 
not to break through the boundaries 
to see the Lord, or they will die. vs 21 

Boundaries: this concept is throughout the bible.  
Touching on holiness to what is sacred.  God needed 
the people to see what was within these boundaries 

and what lay beyond them (think garden).  At the time 
of the law giving was a visual representation of that
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Our Uneasy Relationship With the Law
False Dichotomy

stop thinking binary and start thinking quantum
Orthopraxy comes from Greek and is 

translated as right action. Orthodoxy also 
comes from the Greek and means right belief. 

A biblical Christianity first starts as 
“orthodoxy” and becomes “orthopraxy”

What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if 
someone claims to have faith but has no 

deeds? Can such faith save them? James 2:14
 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do 
people pick grapes from thornbushes, or 

figs from thistles? Matthew 7:16



Our Uneasy Relationship With the Law
Dark Hearts

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says. James 1:22

What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly 
not! Nevertheless, I would not have known what sin 

was had it not been for the law. Romans 7:7

The Law reminds us of what can hide within us



Our Uneasy Relationship With the Law
Lack of Love

 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death 
and destruction. For I command you today to love 

the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, and 
to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you 
will live and increase, and the Lord your God will 
bless you in the land you are entering to possess.  

Deuteronomy 30:15-16

If you love me, keep my commands. John 14:15

The Law was meant to partner with love



Our Uneasy Relationship With the Law
Lordship

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and 
do not do what I say? Luke 6:46

 Whoever belongs to God hears what God 
says. The reason you do not hear is that 
you do not belong to God. James 8:47

This calls for patient endurance on the part of the 
people of God who keep his commands and 

remain faithful to Jesus. Revelation 14:12

Ultimately the Law reflects God 
and His reign in our lives. 



To escape the error of salvation by works we 
have fallen into the opposite error of salvation 
without obedience. In our eagerness to get rid 

of the legalistic doctrine of works we have 
thrown out the baby with the bath and gotten 

rid of obedience as well. A.W. Tozer



We all start with religion, few of 
us move towards relationship



Christ never condemns traditions (religion) in 
themselves, as many Protestants claim, but 
only the empty practice of them. Tiffany P.



And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of 
his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his 
coming.  The coming of the lawless one will be 

in accordance with how Satan works. He will use 
all sorts of displays of power through signs and 

wonders that serve the lie, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-9


