


“Important and lasting beliefs or ideals 
shared by the members of a culture about 

what is good or bad and desirable or 
undesirable.”

Definition of Values

“values are what we become”



UCC has three values

word, worship, community

Recap





Recap



Learning (inward)-As a community our 
practices will flow through study of 

scriptures and in turn we will discover God 
and His revealed plan for humanity

Living (outward)-If the bible is a book, it is 
in some ways a “how to” book. The how to 
is not how to behave, but instead how to 
believe. Our beliefs affect our behaviour. 

Recap



They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many 

wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had everything in 

common. They sold property and possessions to give 
to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47



more





Question. 1. What is the chief end of man? 
Answer. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to 
enjoy him for ever.

WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM

Q. What is it to glorify God? 
A. Glorifying God consists in four things: 1. 
Appreciation, 2. Adoration, 3. Affection, 4. 
Subjection. This is the yearly rent we pay to the 
crown of heaven.

Glorifying God consists in adoration, or worship.



Worship is not the slow song that the choir sings. 
Worship is not the amount you place in the 

offering basket. Worship is not volunteering in 
children's church. Yes, these may be acts or 

expressions of worship, but they do not define 
what true worship really is. There are numerous 
definitions of the word worship. Yet, one in 

particular encapsulates the priority we should 
give to worship as a spiritual discipline: Worship is 
to honour with extravagant love and extreme 

submission  
Delesslyn A. Kennebrew



True worship, in other words, is defined by the 
priority we place on who God is in our lives and 

where God is on our list of priorities. True worship 
is a matter of the heart expressed through a 

lifestyle of holiness. Thus, if your lifestyle does 
not express the beauty of holiness through an 
extravagant or exaggerated love for God, and 

you do not live in extreme or excessive 
submission to God, then I invite you to make 
worship a non-negotiable priority in your life.



Worship
Singing (inward)-There is something so valuable 
and powerful about a community coming together 
to verbally express praise to God. The singing/
speaking of worship to God has value and binds a 
community together.

Serving (outward)– Serving doesn’t seem like 
worship? Singing does, but serving? The New 
Testament uses several words to describe worship. 
One of them is latreuo. It’s an interesting Greek 
word that has few implications.  Serving God by 
serving others is one of them





Let’s be honest. Everyone wants to belong. 
Everyone wants to walk into a room and have a 
warm welcome (“Norm”). But here is the reality 
behind that feeling; you can’t belong if you don’t 

belong. Belonging takes work; it’s not 
instantaneous much to our dismay. Belonging 

means that we matter, that we have a place that 
we fit into and that if we didn’t fill that space, we 
would be missed. And in that description is what 
we all long for, but the reality is that it takes two 

to belong



We are responsible to find a connecting point 
and the group is responsible for providing that 

connecting point. I have seen strangers come to 
church, start serving and before they know it, 
belong. I have seen others attend church for 

years but float at the fringe and never belong. 
Those same people are always surprised that no 

one knows them. I am surprised that they 
haven’t figured it out.



Calling (outward)-As a community our desire is to 
invite others to experience the grace of Christ and 
the redemptive nature of biblical community.  This 
has been called evangelism but in the New 
Testament it is so much more.

Community

Caring (inward)-We are called to “bear one another 
burdens”.  To bear a burden is to be present, 
engaged and vulnerable.  Spiritual family desires to 
care for each other.  To be immersed in a group of 
compassionate and loving people.



word, worship, community

These are the basic elements of biblical church



Renters vs Owners

Renter 
-temporary 

-not caring for property 
-not putting down roots

Owner 
-intentional relationships 

-equity building 
-deep connectedness



 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of 
sober mind so that you may pray. Above all, love each 
other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of 

sins. Offer hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, 
they should do so as one who speaks the very words 
of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 

strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and 
the power for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:7-12


