
Ancient Helper



The Kingdom has come, now what?

The western church is living in an embrace 
with culture so that our values and 

methods look exactly the same as culture.

Whatever Christianity was supposed to 
be, at its core it is a supernatural process

What’s so important about the Holy Spirit?

Recap



I’ve called this series “Half Life” because 
without a proper biblical understanding of 
the Holy Spirit’s role and function you are 
only living half of what the bible promises

If you want what you’ve never had, 
you must do what you’ve never done

Recap



Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the 
Kingdom of God without being born of water and the 
Spirit. Humans can reproduce only human life, but the 

Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.” John 3:5-6

Recap



The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, Steve Herzig

Jewish people react to the topic of the Holy Spirit 
much like Gentiles react to gefilte fish—with a rolling of 
the eyes and contortion of the face. Gentiles react that 
way because gefilte fish is completely foreign to their 

experience. It’s a culinary leap of faith for them to 
sample the somewhat strange-looking (but, in my 

opinion, wonderful-tasting) boiled fish balls. The Jewish 
reaction stems from the incorrect impression that the 

Holy Spirit is the exclusive property of Christianity.



Most Jewish people would be surprised to learn 
the Spirit is frequently mentioned in the Hebrew 

Scriptures (Old Testament). Unfortunately, His 
role there often goes unnoticed by many Gentiles 

and even by some Christians.

The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, Steve Herzig



The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, Steve Herzig
In the Jewish Scriptures the Hebrew word ruach is translated three 

ways: “wind,” “breath,” or “Spirit” (depending on context and 
usage). Ruach Elohim (“Spirit of God”) literally means “breath” or 
“wind of God.” Wrote noted Bible scholar Dr. Charles Ryrie: “The 

approximately 100 references to the Spirit of God in the Old 
Testament give evidence of His working during that period.” People 

who lived in Old Testament times would not have known the 
doctrine of the triune God as we do today because there was little 

understanding of Him that way. However, they would have 
understood the power, wisdom, and strength of the Spirit of God



God’s revelation of Himself is progressive and 
consistent.  This is equally true of the Holy Spirit.  

Most people think of the Holy Spirit as appearing 
in Acts.  This is untrue.  The Holy Spirit’s role and 

function is revealed in the Old Testament



"Christians are, in their practical life, almost mere 
'monotheists.' We must be willing to admit that, should 
the doctrine of the Trinity have to be dropped as false, the 

major part of religious literature could well remain 
virtually unchanged.” Jesuit Fr. Karl Rahner, 1967



One of the unrecognized yet significant consequences 
of this widespread phenomenon is what I have 

become accustomed to calling "Holy Spirit 
atheism." By this I do not mean that most Christians 

outright reject the divinity of the spirit. Rather, I have a 
sense that many Christians think and act as if the Holy 
Spirit did not exist and therefore this phenomenon 

is largely implicit.  Franciscan Fr. Daniel P. Horan



“The Bible distinguishes between "having" the Holy Spirit, 
which is true of all believers, and being "filled" with the 

Holy Spirit, which is true of very few.” Oswald J. Smith



In the beginning God (Triune) created the heavens and the 
earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God (ruach 

Elohim) was hovering over the waters. Genesis 1:1-2

Creation/Creative

The Hebrew word for “moving over,” or “hovering” (merahepeth) over, 
the surface of the earth that is used in Genesis 1:2 is the same word 
that is used in Deuteronomy 32:11, where God is compared to an 

eagle hovering over its nest of young. The Holy Spirit is intimately 
involved in the creation of life on this earth and takes care of the 

newly created living beings as an eagle would do for its young.



Creation/Creative

Who is able to advise the Spirit of the Lord? Who knows enough 
to give him advice or teach him? Isaiah 40:13 (vs 12 creation)

The Lord merely spoke, and the heavens were created.He breathed 
(Spirit) the word (logos), and all the stars were born. Psalm 33:6

His Spirit made the heavens beautiful Job 26:13a

When you give them your breath (Spirit), life is created, 
and you renew the face of the earth. Psalm 104:30



During and after the Reformation, Calvinistic Christians, 
particularly the Puritans who framed the Westminster Standards, 

were rightly alarmed at the way that the medieval church 
masked the absence of gospel truth behind a preoccupation 

with superficial beauty – cathedral architecture, sculpture and 
painting, elaborate liturgy, music, and drama.Dennis E. Johnson

Creation/Creative



the universal presence of the Spirit helps us understand the 
sacramental principle. It explains how features of nature can 

mediate the presence of God: how we meet God in the beauty of 
the sunset, in moments of joy and sadness, in times of hope and 

yearning, in periods of suffering and struggle…We meet the Spirit in 
the concreteness of the world and in embodied life. Spirit is not 

ghostly, numinous, lacking in concreteness. It loves sound and colour, 
ecstasy and play. A feature of Orthodoxy that strikes Protestants most 

is its sensory extravaganza, the sights and sounds of the sacred, based 
in a sacramental mentality, and love of the Spirit. Clark Pinnock

Creation/Creative



 They know the truth about God because he has made 
it obvious to them.  For ever since the world was created, 
people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything 

God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—
his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no 

excuse for not knowing God. Romans 1:19-20

Creation/Creative



Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the 
ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s 

nostrils, and the man became a living person. Genesis 2:7

So the Lord God formed from the ground all the 
wild animals and all the birds of the sky. Vs 19a

Creation/Creative



Then YHWH God formed man of dust from the ground, and 
breathed [eepokh] into his nostrils the breath of life [nishmat 

chayim]; and man became a living being. This first breath is not 
written as ruakh. Instead the word for “breathed into” is eepoch 

which actually means “blew”… So YHWH breathed life (nishmat 
chayim) and the human took a gasp to begin life. It might better 
be translated like this: Then YHWH God formed man of dust from 
the ground, and blew into his nostrils the gasps of life [nishmat 

chayim]; and man became a living being. Sarah E. Fisher

Creation/Creative



The very first person to have his name changed by YHVH was 
Avram אברם.  His name was changed to Avraham אברהם.  

YHVH inserted the letter hey ה into Avram. When YHVH 
breathes into someone’s life, he changes their name by 
adding a ‘hey’ (Spirit). Avram’s wife also had her name 

changed.  Sarai שרי became Sarah שרה. Ephraim in the Land

“Hey” is the fifth letter of the Hebrew aleph-bet. It makes 
the “h” sound as in hit. The name hey means to behold.  

Hey also means breath, sigh, look,  reveal and revelation 
from the idea of revealing a great sight by pointing it out. 

Creation/Creative



Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of 
Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him 

with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, 
with knowledge and with all kinds of skills—to make artistic 

designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, Exodus 31:1-4

Creation/Creative

“That is one of the functions of art: to present what the narrow and 
desperately practical perspectives of real life exclude.” C.S. Lewis



Then the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with 
humans forever, for they are mortal; their days will 

be a hundred and twenty years.” Genesis 6:3

Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he turned and 
became their enemy and he himself fought against them. Isaiah 63:10

Conviction

Do not banish me from your presence, and don’t 
take your Holy Spirit from me. Psalm 51:11



The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; his 
word was on my tongue. 2 Samuel 2:32

Witness

the Spirit of the Lord came upon one of the men standing there. His 
name was Jahaziel son of Zechariah…He said… 2 Chronicles 20:14a

Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada the 
priest. He stood before the people and said… 2 Chronicles 24:20a

Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, the leader of 
the Thirty, and he said 1 Chronicles 12:18a



Witness

The Holy Spirit takes the willing and makes them capable



Discernment
Joseph’s suggestions were well received by Pharaoh and his 

officials. So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find anyone else like 
this man so obviously filled with the spirit of God?” Genesis 41:37

So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to 
Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my 

Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty. Zechariah 4:6

He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will 
speak to you.” As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised 
me to my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. Ezekiel 2:1-2



The Spirit of the Lord came on him, so that he became Israel’s 
judge and went to war. The Lord gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of 

Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered him. Judges 3:10

Then the Spirit of the Lord clothed Gideon with power. Judges 6:34a

 And the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him (Samson) 
while he lived in Mahaneh-dan Judges 13:25a

Leadership/Calling

At that time the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah Judges 11:29a



So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the 
flask of olive oil he had brought and anointed David with the oil. 
And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from 
that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah. 1 Samuel 16:13

I will come down and talk to you there. I will take some of the 
Spirit that is upon you, and I will put the Spirit upon them 

also. And the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses. 
Then he gave the seventy elders the same Spirit that was upon 

Moses. And when the Spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. 
But this never happened again. Numbers 11:17a, 25

Leadership/Calling



The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me 
out by the Spirit (ruach) of the Lord and set me in the 

middle of a valley; it was full of bones. Ezekiel 37:1
He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” Vs 3a
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 
them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what 

the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make 
breath (ruach) enter you, and you will come to life. Vs 4-5

I will put breath (ruach) in you, and you will come 
to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord. Vs 6b

Valley of the Spirit (Rebirth)



Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath (ruach); prophesy, 
son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 

Come, breath (ruach), from the four winds and breathe 
(Naphach Gen. 2:7) into these slain, that they may live.’” Vs 9

So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath (ruach) entered 
them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. Vs 10

I will put my Spirit (ruach) in you and you will live, and I 
will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the 
Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord. Vs 14

Valley of the Spirit (Rebirth)



Jesus didn’t come to make bad people 
good, He came to make dead people alive



There are Christians in the church that don’t resemble Jesus

There are Christians in the church that are dry/devoid of the Spirit
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“The Bible distinguishes between "having" the Holy Spirit, 
which is true of all believers, and being "filled" with the 

Holy Spirit, which is true of very few.” Oswald J. Smith



The Spirit of the Lord (ruach Jehovah) will come powerfully 
upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be 

changed into a different person. 1 Samuel 10:6
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