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Recap

The anguish of death hangs over and 
leads the human spirit to wonder about 

the mysteries of existence, man's 
destiny, life, the world. E. Morin

Finally, the poor man died and was carried 
by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the 
heavenly banquet. The rich man also died 
and was buried, and he went to the place of 

the dead. There, in torment, he saw 
Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus 

at his side. Luke 16:22-23



Recap

Unpacking The Rich And and Lazarus

Our Lives Are Ours to Live

Death is final

Decision is Immediate

God is Just

And just as each person is destined to die once 
and after that comes judgment Hebrews 9:27



Recap

"Hell, then, is the trajectory of a soul, 
living a self-absorbed, self-centered life, 

going on and on forever.” Tim Keller

Hell is "the greatest monument to human 
freedom…It is not a question of God 

'sending us' to hell. In each of us there is 
something growing, which will BE hell 
unless it is nipped in the bud." CS Lewis



Modern Christianity suffers from 
two serious shortcomings when it 
comes to the supernatural world.

Why Are Christians Uncomfortable            
with the Supernatural? Dr Michael Heiser

First, many Christians claim to believe in the 
supernatural but think (and live) like 

skeptics. We find talk of the supernatural 
world uncomfortable. This is typical of 

denominations and evangelical congregations 
outside the charismatic movement—in other 

words, those from a background like my own.



Why Are Christians Uncomfortable            
with the Supernatural? Dr Michael Heiser

The other reason is less self-congratulatory. 
The believing church is bending under the 

weight of its own rationalism, a modern 
worldview that would be foreign to the 
biblical writers. Traditional Christian 

teaching has for centuries kept the unseen 
world at arm’s length. We believe in the 

Godhead because there’s no point to 
Christianity without it. The rest of the unseen 
world is handled with a whisper or a chuckle.

My contention is that, if our theology really 
derives from the biblical text, we must 

reconsider our selective supernaturalism and 
recover a biblical theology of the unseen world.



Questions We Have Been Asking

We have forgotten what we 
are and who we belong to

How much proof/
evidence do you need?

Does the miraculous create faith?

If you had access or control over the 
supernatural, what would you do with it?



Three Assumptions About the Supernatural

We are affected and can 
affect the supernatural realm

The bible assumes the 
supernatural as normative

Our knowledge is incomplete in 
regards to the relationship of the two



God doesn’t change what we do, 
God changes what we want to do



Jesus entered Jericho and made his way 
through the town. There was a man there 
named Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax 

collector in the region, and he had become 
very rich. He tried to get a look at Jesus, 

but he was too short to see over the 
crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a 

sycamore-fig tree beside the road, for Jesus 
was going to pass that way. Luke 19:1-4

Tax collectors were collaborators with the 
occupying army who then make themselves 

wealthy off of the misery of their countrymen



When Jesus came by, he looked up at 
Zacchaeus and called him by name. 

“Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I 
must be a guest in your home today.” vs 5

Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took 
Jesus to his house in great excitement and 
joy. But the people were displeased. “He 

has gone to be the guest of a notorious 
sinner,” they grumbled. vs 6-7



 Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the 
Lord and said, “I will give half my 

wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have 
cheated people on their taxes, I will give 

them back four times as much!” vs 8



Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to 
this home today, for this man has shown 
himself to be a true son of Abraham. For 

the Son of Man came to seek and save 
those who are lost.” vs 9-10



Context
Luke’s gospel more than the other 
gospels links our relationship with 
money/possessions to our salvation

Luke 18 
parable pharisee and tax collector 

little children 
rich young ruler

Another theme Luke develops in a variety 
of ways is “sight.”  He questions whether 

people have encountered/seen the true Jesus

Luke 18 
Blind beggar



Unpacking Zacchaeus Encounter

Zacchaues “heard” about Jesus and that 
curiosity set him out to discover who this 

Rabbi from Nazareth truly was

Transformation confronts 
our paradigm of grace

There was a hunger/curiosity

Those who knew his past 
judged him the hardest



“My family and I are going to 
move to Asia in February,” 

Chan said Wednesday during a 
chapel sermon. “A few months ago, 
we were in Myanmar and my wife 
and I and kids, we were just with a 

translator going from hut to hut in 
these slums, trying to explain to 

people who Jesus is. These people 
had never even heard of Him. And 

the eagerness, the way they 
listened, seeing people get baptized 

— it was just like, wow, what do 
we do on a normal day that even 

compares to this?”
“I feel like I’ve been fishing in the same pond my 

whole life,” he said. “And now there’s like thousands 
of other fishermen at the same pond, and our lines are 

getting tangled and everyone’s fighting over stupid 
things, and one guy tries some new lure and we go, 

‘Oh, he caught a fish, let’s all try his method!’ And it 
just feels like, what are we all doing here?”



The most important aspect of the 
encounter wasn’t just the decision but 

the changed trajectory in his life

The greatest miracle is not Jonah and the 
whale, not raising someone from the dead, the 

greatest miracle is a city coming to faith, a 
man or woman sacrificing all for Jesus 

Salvation is the only miracle that 
has heavenly repercussions

Unpacking Zacchaeus Encounter



In the same way, there is joy in the 
presence of God’s angels when even 

one sinner repents. Luke 15:10

Rejoice with me because I have 
found my lost sheep vs 6

Rejoice with me because I have 
found my lost coin vs 9

We must celebrate with a feast, for this 
son of mine was dead and has now 

returned to life. He was lost, but now he is 
found.’ So the party began. vs 23-24



And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with 
you to give your bodies to God because of all he 
has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 
sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This 
is truly the way to worship him. Romans 12:1

Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a new 
person by changing the way you think. Then 

you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect. vs 2


