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McLuhan studied at the 
University of Manitoba and 

University of Cambridge 
before becoming a lecturer 

at the University of Toronto

Marshall McLuhan

1911-1980

He rose to prominence in the 
1960s for his work as a media 

theorist and for coining the 
term "global village"



McLuhan's preeminent theory was his idea 
that human history could be divided into 

four eras: the acoustic age, the literary age, 
the print age and the electronic age. He 

outlined the concept in a 1962 book 
called The Gutenberg Galaxy

Marshall McLuhan



Marshall McLuhan

He predicted the world was entering the 
fourth, electronic age, which would be 

characterized by a community of people 
brought together by technology.



In his follow-up book, Understanding 
Media, he expanded the theory to show the 
method of communication rather than the 

information itself would come to be the most 
influential fact of the electronic age. 

Marshall McLuhan



Marshall McLuhan

He soon became a TV personality, making 
regular appearances to explain his theory of 

why "the medium is the message"



“...On television, religion, like everything 
else, is presented, quite simply and without 
apology, as an entertainment. Everything 
that makes religion an historic, profound, 
sacred human activity is stripped away; 

there is no ritual, no dogma, no tradition, no 
theology, and above all, no sense of spiritual 

transcendence.” Neil Postman



Only 5% of the population in Canada 
regularly attend church Sunday mornings

The Problem

1946 2015



As attendance declines churches are 
looking for ways to fill the pews.  Some 

have changed theology (mainline), others 
have offered a more attractional 

(entertainment) model of Sunday mornings

The Problem



In 1975 a church was started in Willow Creek 
Theatre in Palatine, Illinois. Its mission was 
to reach irreligious people and turn them into 
fully devoted followers of Christ. Its approach 
was to present an uncompromisingly biblical 
message in relevant terms that these people 

would understand. 

Church Growth Movement



To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the 
Jews. To those under the law I became like one 
under the law (though I myself am not under 
the law), so as to win those under the law.  To 
those not having the law I became like one not 

having the law (though I am not free from 
God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to 
win those not having the law. To the weak I 

became weak, to win the weak. I have become 
all things to all people so that by all possible 

means I might save SOME.  
1 Corinthians 9:20-22



Church Growth Movement

By 2005 Willow Creek was reaching 
over 20, 000 per week and hosting 

conferences, books, speaking tours etc.



“The emergence of the ‘mega- church’ is the 
most important development of modern 

Christian history. You can be sentimental 
about the small congregation, like the small 
corner grocery store or small drugstore, but 

they simply can’t meet the EXPECTATIONS 
that people carry with them today.”  
Lyle E. Schaller, “Megachurch!,”  

Christianity Today

Mega-Church Movement



Jesus and…



Attendance continues to decline but 
spending continues to increase

The church has never spent more money 
for increasingly diminished returns

Consequences



Taking a Break From the Lord’s Work 
Paul Vitello, New York Times, 2010

Members of the clergy now suffer from 
obesity, hypertension and depression at rates 

higher than most Americans.

Consequences



Public health experts who have led the studies 
caution that there is no simple explanation of 
why so many members of a profession once 

associated with rosy-cheeked longevity have 
become so unhealthy and unhappy.

Taking a Break From the Lord’s Work 
Paul Vitello, New York Times, 2010

Consequences



Willow Creek's 'Huge Shift' 
Matt Branaugh, 2008, CT

After modelling a seeker-sensitive approach 
to church growth for three decades, Willow 
Creek Community Church now plans to gear 

its weekend services toward mature 
believers seeking to grow in their faith.



Willow Creek's 'Huge Shift' 
Matt Branaugh, 2008, CT

The change comes on the heels of an ongoing 
four-year research effort first made public late 

last summer in Reveal: Where Are You?, 
Hawkins (EP) said during an annual student 
ministries conference in April that Willow 

Creek would also replace its midweek services 
with classes on theology and the Bible.



I don't go to church to be entertained. 
I also don't go to church to be bored.

The Church Does Not Exist to Entertain 
Us – Or Bore Us, Karl Vaters

 • I go to worship. 
 • I go to read and hear from God's word. 
 • I go to be taught. 
 • I go to be challenged. 
 • I go to be discipled. 
 • I go to fellowship with other believers. 
 • I go to be inspired into action.



But mark this: There will be terrible times in 
the last days. People will be lovers of 

themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, 

ungrateful, unholy,  without love, unforgiving, 
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 

lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God— having a form of godliness but 
denying its power. Have nothing to do with 

such people. 2 Timothy 3:1-5

always learning but never able to come to 
a knowledge of the truth. vs 7



Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. Matthew 28:19-20

 I am going to send you what my Father 
has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from 

on high. Luke 24:49

Last Words


