


“I am the Lord your God, who rescued you irom the
land ol ESypt, the place oI your slavery. You must
not have any other god but me.”

“The law ol concentration States thal whatever you
dwell upon grows. The more you think about:
something, the more it becomes part of your reality.”-




I my life were truly lormed, Iniormed and
transiormed by the First Commandment,
how would 1t be different irom how
I've been living 1t for the past year?



A focus on God must be immovable
A focus on od must be measurable

A focus on God must be manageable

They traded (exchanged) the ll‘lllll
about God for a lie.




How do you know what your priorities
are? One answer: Look at what has the st
claim on your , and

There IS an aliar in the centre of the human™
heart, and we can’t bear for it to be empty.

There was a time when idolatry was the norm.
With the advent o1 Christendom, the religion oI
the one od held sway over individuals, culiures
and nations. That time I over. For the past Iew
decades, we have moved into what many call,
at 1east in the West, the “post-Christian era.”




“Americans no longer talk to each other, they
entertain each other. They do not exchange ideas,
they exchange images. They do not arsue with
propositions; they argue with good Iooks,
celebrities and commercials.”

“I believe I am not mistaken in saying that
Christianity is a demanding and serious religion.
When it iS delivered as easy and amusig, i is
another Kind of religion altogether”




You must not make for yoursell an idol of any
Kind or an image ol anything In the heavens or
on the earth or In the sea. You must not bow

down to them or worship them A



1dol (direction) and image (reflection)



It 1§ believed by most theologians that this
commandment was designed (o underscore the
radical difierence between God as creator and
God’s creation. It was commeon In various Near

East religions to use representations of the gods to
[acilitate worship, but in ancient Judaism, this

was prohibited because no aspect ol the Cl‘ﬁﬂllﬂll |
could adequately stand in for od.




“son ol man, these leaders have set up idols
In thelr hearts. They have embraced things
that will make them fall into Sin.”

You must not make a treaty of any kind with the
people living in the land. They lust aiter their gods,
olfering sacrifices to them. They will invite you fo joIn
them in their sacrificial meals, and you will 8o with
them. Then you will accept their daughters, who
sacrifice to oiher gods, as wives for your sons.-And
they will seduce your sons to commit adulfery against

me by worshiping other gods.




For irom the heart come evil thoughts, murder,
adultery, all sexual immorality, theit, lying,
and slander. These are what deflle you. Eafing
with unwashed hands will never defile you.



Anything you look to more than Christ for a sense of

acceptability, joy, significance, hope, and security is

by definition your “god,” something you adore and
serve with your whole life and heart.

That is an idol by definition. The sign of idolatry i
always inordinate anxiety, inordinate anger, and
inordinate discouragement.

Idols are good things (family, achievement,
work, career, romance, talent, etc.) that
we furn into ultimate things in order to get—
the significance and joy we need.

I we lose a 8ood thing, It makes us sad.
Ii we lose an idol, It devastaies us.




Absence irom God creates a spiritual
vacuum that needs to be Iilled

When the people saw how long it was taking Moses
10 come back down the mountain, they gathered
around Aaron. “Come on,” they said, “make us
some gods who can lead us. We don’t know what
happened to this lellow Moses, who brought us
here irom the land of EQypt.”

There is an altar in the centre oi thé human
heart, and we can't bear for it to be empty.




[dolatry thrives in alfluence

Idolatry is when good things
hecome ultimate things

[dols are made of what we value

30 Aaron said, “Take the gold rings from the
ears ol your wives and sons and daughters, and
bring them to me.” All the people took the gold
Iings irom thelr ears and brought them to-Xaron.
Then Aaron took the gold, melted it-down, and

molded it Into the shape ol a call.




Idolafry creates gods that we can manipulate
idolatry is being led

When the people saw it, they exclaimed, “0 Israel, (hese
are the gods who l]l'Ollglll you out ol llle land ol EQY[]I'” i
Aaron saw how excited the people were, So he lllllll ﬂll
altar In front of the call.”

people have an unrelenting need to find significance in--
something beyond themselves—it is how they are
created to be. Yet in their seli-absorption, they-often
preier ods of their own making to the one true God. In
efiect, they want to make God in their image, rather
than being in God’s.




1dols require their own religion

Idolatry isn’t simply a “thing”,
it is @ process oI becoming.

Then he announced, “Tomorrow will be a festival to
the Lord! The people got up early the next morning
fo sacrifice burnt offerings and peace offerings.

“Aiter this, they celebrated with feasting and
drinking, and they indulged in pagan revelry,

idolatry often does not present itself as an_—
either-or. Most often an idol doesn’t chalienge

God directly. Rather, it insinuates that it can
thrive in one’s liie alongside devotion to God.




When the Bible talks about something being

an “image,” that means it has a connection

with something else in a way that may also
involve a reilection of it. i



humanity

Then God said, “Let us make human beings
In our image, to be like us.

Then the Lord God lormed the man irom
the dust of the ground. He breathed the
breath ol lile Into the man’s nostrils, and-

the man became a living person.




jesus

Christ IS the visible Image of the invisible God.

No one has ever seen od. But the unique One, *
who IS himsell God, 1§ near to the Father’s
heart. He has revealed God to llS

S0 all of us who have had that veil removed can
see and reilect the glory oi the Lord. And-the—
Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and

more like him as we are changed into his
dlorious image.




Humanity either distorts

Or masniies themselves




Are you willing to compromise your beliefs for it?
Will you get ansry if you can’t do it/don’t get it?
Do you value it over people?

Does it push you closer o Gﬂﬂ
or pull you farther away?




Loving God means keeping his
commandments, and his commandments are
not burdensome. For every child of God defeats
this evil world, and we achieve this victory
through our faith. And who can win this baitle
against the world? Only those who-believe fhat
Jesus is the Son of God.




