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Recap
Jehovah-Nissi

Jehovah Our Banner - We are brought together 
under Him and He brings victory.

As long as Moses held up his hands, the 
Israelites were winning, but whenever he 
lowered his hands, the Amalekites were 

winning.  Exodus 17:11



God’s name can be about a trait He possesses 
but it also can reveal something about our 

relationship as well



God told Jeremiah to announce Jerusalem’s 
coming destruction by invaders from the north 
(Jeremiah 1:14-15; 4:6; 6:22-23). God’s people 
had broken their covenant with God (Jeremiah 
11:10). They had forsaken God by worshipping 
the false gods called Baals (Jeremiah 2:8; 7:9; 
11:13) and even went as far as building altars to 
Baal in order to burn their children as offerings 

(Jeremiah 19:4-5).

Background



Jeremiah announced that the effects of sin would 
be that God would withdraw His blessings 

(Jeremiah 16:5-10). The nation would now be 
faced with famine and starvation. Invaders would 

plunder them; and finally they would be taken 
captive into a foreign land (Jeremiah 14:12; 

15:1-4; 16:4; 19:8-9; 25:8-9).

Background
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Sin is not a thing we do, it is our very nature

Background

Sin is a process, it is choosing a path

This is why our choices matter (grapes not 
apples)



The problem with the path of sin that we’ve 
walked it before and we never walk it alone

A path becomes wide because many walk it



“My people have committed two sins: They have 
forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have 

dug their own cisterns,  broken cisterns that 
cannot hold water.” 2:13

They have lied about the Lord; they said, “He will 
do nothing! No harm will come to us; we will never 
see sword or famine. The prophets are but wind 
and the word is not in them; so let what they say 

be done to them.” 5:12-13



Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are 
not gods at all.) But my people have exchanged 

their glorious God for worthless idols. 2:11

“Return, faithless people,” 3:14

For they have forsaken me and made this a place of 
foreign gods; they have burned incense in it to gods 
that neither they nor their ancestors nor the kings 
of Judah ever knew, and they have filled this place 
with the blood of the innocent. They have built the 
high places of Baal to burn their children in the fire 
as offerings to Baal—something I did not command 

or mention, nor did it enter my mind. 19:4-5



In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in 
the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon marched against Jerusalem with his 
whole army and laid siege to it. Jeremiah 39:1

There at Riblah the king of Babylon 
slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah before his 

eyes and also killed all the nobles of 
Judah. Then he put out Zedekiah’s eyes and 

bound him with bronze shackles to take him to 
Babylon. The Babylonians set fire to the royal 

palace and the houses of the people and broke 
down the walls of Jerusalem. vs 6-8



“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I 
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King 

who will reign wisely and do what is just and right 
in the land.  In his days Judah will be saved and 

Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which 
he will be called: The Lord Our Righteous Saviour.” 

Jeremiah 23:5-6



Jehovah Our Righteousness
Jehovah-Tsidkenu

tsedek-stiff or straight, full weight or measure

the Lord is our righteousness



righteousness comes from two concepts
Righteousness

just, justice, justify (external)

right, righteous, righteousness (internal)

The lawcourt setting gives ‘righteousness’ the 
idea of the standing of a person in relation to 

the court’s decision. 

Since the standard of judgment is the 
covenant law of God, ‘righteousness’ can 

acquire the sense of ‘behaviour in 
conformity with the covenant requirements’



These two settings (lawcourt and covenant) 
combine to produce the developed covenantal 
theology which underlay Judaism at the time 
of Jesus.  To have ‘righteousness’ meant to 

belong to the covenant, the boundary marker 
of which was the Torah, and the hope of which 

was that God, in accordance with his own 
righteousness, would act in history to 

‘vindicate’, to ‘justify’, his people 

Righteousness



The story of Jeremiah is the story of a people 
who have forgotten their God.  And of a God 

who will never forget His people.

We see the unfolding calamity of sin and sins 
consequences coming

But we also see a God who is imploring His 
people to relent and turn back

In the midst of all this, God gives His 
righteousness to a people who will no longer 

have a home



Jehovah Our Righteousness
I delight greatly in the Lord;  my soul rejoices in my God. For 
he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed 
me in a robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns 

his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. Isaiah 61:10

 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before 
the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right side to 

accuse him. The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, 
Satan! The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is 
not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?” Now 

Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the 
angel.  The angel said to those who were standing before him, 

“Take off his filthy clothes.” Then he said to Joshua, “See, I 
have taken away your sin, and I will put fine garments on 

you.” Zechariah 3:1-4



Jehovah Our Righteousness
The imagery of clothing is one that every 

Israelite could identify with

Clothing is external 

The changing of a garment signified that the 
wearer was still the same but the status has 

changed

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! 
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a 
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  

Luke 15:22



Jehovah Our Righteousness

And this becomes even more poignant 
because Israel would go into exile and all their 

religious environments would be gone

They go into exile clothed in the garment of 
God’s Righteousness

In the midst of the exile God provided a way 
for them to come back, to be His people



Jehovah Our Righteousness

Who is righteous?

Only God

Where does my righteousness (rightness) 
come from?

Only God



 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. 
I wish you were either one or the other! So, because 
you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about 
to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I 

have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But 
you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, 

poor, blind and naked. Revelation 3:15-17

I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, 
so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, 

so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and 
salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. vs 18


