
Remembering 
God



Why do we remember?



Memory is how we give a 
relationship context



After that whole generation had 
been gathered to their ancestors, 
another generation grew up who 

knew neither the Lord nor what he 
had done for Israel. Then the 

Israelites did evil in the eyes of the 
Lord and served the Baals.    

Judges 2:10-11



When the Lord your God has brought 
you into the land you are entering to 

possess, you are to proclaim on Mount 
Gerizim the blessings, and on Mount 
Ebal the curses. As you know, these 

mountains are across the Jordan, 
westward, toward the setting sun, near 

the great trees of Moreh, in the 
territory of those Canaanites living in 

the Arabah in the vicinity of Gilgal. 
Deuteronomy 11:29-30



Moses and the elders of Israel 
commanded the people: “Keep all 
these commands that I give you 

today.  When you have crossed the 
Jordan into the land the Lord your 

God is giving you, set up some 
large stones and coat them with 

plaster. Deuteronomy 27:1-2



 And when you have crossed the 
Jordan, set up these stones on Mount 

Ebal, as I command you today, and coat 
them with plaster. Build there an altar 

to the Lord your God, an altar of 
stones. Do not use any iron tool on 

them. Build the altar of the Lord your 
God with fieldstones and offer burnt 
offerings on it to the Lord your God.   

vs 4-6



Mt Ebal 
Curses

Mt Gerizim 
Blessings

Schechem

Altar



So Joshua called together the 
twelve men he had appointed from 
the Israelites, one from each tribe, 
and said to them, “Go over before 
the ark of the Lord your God into 
the middle of the Jordan. Each of 

you is to take up a stone on his 
shoulder, according to the number 

of the tribes of the Israelites,  to 
serve as a sign among you.”   

Joshua 4:4-6



In the future, when your children ask 
you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ tell 
them that the flow of the Jordan was 
cut off before the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord. When it crossed the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 

cut off. These stones are to be a 
memorial to the people of Israel 

forever.” vs 6-7



Why God Wants Us to Remember

God Remembers

He remembers his covenant forever, 
the promise he made, for a thousand 

generations, Psalms 108:5

“Can a mother forget the baby at her 
breast and have no compassion on the 
child she has borne? Though she may 

forget, I will not forget you! See, I 
have engraved you on the palms of 

my hands;” Isaiah 49:15-16



Why God Wants Us to Remember

The enemy wants us to forget

“Did God really say…” Genesis 3:1

“Will the Lord reject forever? Will 
he never show his favour again? 
Has his unfailing love vanished 

forever? Has his promise failed for 
all time? Has God forgotten to be 

merciful? Has he in anger withheld 
his compassion?” Psalms 77:7-9



Why God Wants Us to Remember

I will remember the deeds of the Lord; 
yes, I will remember your miracles of 

long ago. I will consider all your works 
and meditate on all your mighty 

deeds. vs 10-11

The enemy wants us to forget



Why God Wants Us to Remember

As we remember, we are 
strengthened in the time of testing

Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of 
the olive fail and the fields yield no food, 

the flock be cut off from the fold and 
there be no herd in the stalls, yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the 

God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my 
strength; he makes my feet like the 

deer’s; he makes me tread on my high 
places. To the choirmaster: with stringed 

instruments. Habakkuk 3:17-19 



September 7, 2014


