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Recap

The cross is neither misfortune nor harsh fate. Instead, it is 
that suffering which comes from our allegiance to Jesus 

Christ alone. The cross is not random suffering, but necessary 
suffering. The cross is not suffering that stems from natural 
existence; it is suffering that comes from being Christian. 

Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Recap

A passerby named Simon, who was from Cyrene, 
was coming in from the countryside just then, and 

the soldiers forced him to carry Jesus’ cross. 
(Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus.) 

 And they brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha 
(which means “Place of the Skull”).  Mark 15:21-22



Recap

You can’t love your enemies 
without first embracing the cross

The Necessity of the Cross
There is no greater antidote for our egos

self denial of pleasure and power becomes easier

“the cross is foolishness…”

“let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”

“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do”



There are oodles of Marys in the New Testament, and 
that has led to some confusion. Mary Magdalene is 
probably the most confused of all—not herself, as far 

as we can tell, but in popular imagination. The 
misunderstandings abound. Kristin Swenson



More than any other, Mary Magdalene appears 
consistently in every one of the four gospels, and she 

does so as witness to the most christologically 
significant moments. The Gospels are in remarkable 
agreement about her presence at the death, burial, 

and resurrection of Jesus. Not only that but, 
according to the longer ending of Mark and to John's 
gospel, it is to this Mary alone, out of all his followers, 

that the resurrected Jesus appears first. K.S.



Mary Magdalene is mentioned in the New 
Testament more than many of the disciples

In the four Gospels, she is mentioned 12 
times, eleven of which are directly related 

to Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection.



Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, 
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found that 
the stone had been rolled away from the entrance.  

She ran and found Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They 
have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we 
don’t know where they have put him!” John 20:1-2



Jewish culture in the first century was decidedly 
patriarchal. The daily prayers of Jewish men 

included this prayer of thanksgiving: “Praised be 
God that he has not created me a woman.”

Therefore we can not underestimate the 
importance that women were the first eyewitness 

to a profound new reality (the second garden)



Soon afterward Jesus began a tour of the nearby 
towns and villages, preaching and announcing the 
Good News about the Kingdom of God. He took his 
twelve disciples with him, along with some women 

who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases. 
Among them were Mary Magdalene, from whom he 

had cast out seven demons; Joanna, the wife of Chuza, 
Herod’s business manager; Susanna; and many others 

who were contributing from their own resources to 
support Jesus and his disciples. Luke 8:1-3



Mary must have suffered from severe emotional or 
psychological trauma to deem an exorcism necessary. 
She was battered and bruised, injured and in agony 
from the suffering demon possession entailed. Mary 

lost all control, and dignity, along with everything 
she knew in her previous life. Beauty and wealth did 
not spare her from the evil that assailed and attacked 

her every hour of every day. Maurice Casey



 Some women were there, watching from a distance, 
including Mary Magdalene, Mary (the mother of James 

the younger and of Joseph), and Salome. They had 
been followers of Jesus and had cared for him while he 
was in Galilee. Many other women who had come with 

him to Jerusalem were also there. Mark 15:40-41
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 

Joseph saw where Jesus’ body was laid. vs 47
Both Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting 

across from the tomb and watching. Matthew 27:61



 Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and 
as she wept, she stooped and looked in.  She 

saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the 
head and the other at the foot of the place where 

the body of Jesus had been lying. vs 11-12

I love the fact that Mary wasn’t impressed with 
the angels, she wanted her saviour



 “Dear woman, why are you crying?” 
the angels asked her. vs 13

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she 
replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”



She turned to leave and saw someone standing 
there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize 

him. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus 
asked her. “Who are you looking for?” vs 14-15a

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, 
“if you have taken him away, tell me where you 
have put him, and I will go and get him.” vs 15b



“Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, 
“Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). vs 16



 “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet 
ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers and 

tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene 
found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the 
Lord!” Then she gave them his message. vs 17-18



This is why the potential of the 
resurrection meant so much to her. 

Mary understood the futility of wealth 
and status.  Her demons didn’t care about 

who she was and what she possessed.



But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from 
the dead, why are some of you saying there will be no 

resurrection of the dead?  For if there is no resurrection 
of the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. And 
if Christ has not been raised, then all our preaching is 

useless, and your faith is useless. 1 Corinthians 15:12-14



The resurrection culminates the passion narrative in 
all four Gospels because it is at the centre of 

redemption itself. Without it, one can only pity Jesus 
as a dead martyr whose lofty ideals were sadly 

misunderstood. With it, one must stand in awe of the 
exalted Messiah, the Son of the living God, who gave 
His life as a ransom for many, who presently reigns 
at God's right hand, and who will one day return in 

glory to fix this broken world. Dr. David Turner



 I want to know Christ and experience the 
mighty power that raised him from the dead. I 

want to suffer with him, sharing in his death, so 
that one way or another I will experience the 

resurrection from the dead! Philippians 3:10-11
the resurrection awaits us all, not just a 
past account, it is the promise for us all
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