
Last 
Things
Psalm of the Cross



Recap
And Jesus replied, “I 
assure you, today you 
will be with me in 
paradise.” Luke 23:43

“The next thing is, 
he had faith. Talk 
about faith, I think 
this is the most 
extraordinary case of 
faith in the Bible.” 
D. L. Moody



Recap
Amen is always used as a 
response to a statement.  Jesus is 
the only person to use amen at 
the beginning to say to the 
audience “I verify that the 
following statement is true”

A suffering Christ is 
what he needed, not 
someone saving  
him from  
his suffering



Recap
For all creation is waiting 
eagerly for that future day 
when God will reveal who his 
children really are. Against its 
will, all creation was subjected 
to God’s curse. But with eager 
hope, the creation looks 
forward to the day when it 
will join God’s children in 
glorious freedom from death 
and decay. For we know that 
all creation has been groaning 
as in the pains of childbirth 
right up to the present time.  
Romans 8:19-21



“I found Rome 
of clay; I leave 

it to you  
of marble.” 

Augustus, first 
emperor of 

Rome



“I want 
nothing but 

death.”  
Jane Austen, 

novelist



"I hear it 
always. I hear 
the scream. I 
know he’s 

waiting for me 
on the other 
side.” The last 
words of the 

assassin (Ramón-
Mercader) that 
murdered Leon 
Trotsky with an 
ice pick were



“Friends, 
applaud. The 

comedy is over.”  
Ludwig van 
Beethoven, 

composer and 
pianist



“I’ll finally  
get to  

see Marilyn.”  
Joe DiMaggio, 
baseball player



When Jesus saw his mother 
standing there beside the 
disciple he loved, he said to 
her, “Dear woman, here is 
your son.” And he said to 
this disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” And from then on 
this disciple took her into 
his home. John 19:26-27



According to Nicephoras’s 
Ecclesiastical History (book 2, chapter 
3), Mary lived with John at 
Jerusalem eleven years and then died

Jesus’ brothers said to him, 
“Leave here and go to Judea, 
where your followers can see 
your miracles! You can’t 
become famous if you hide 
like this! If you can do such 
wonderful things, show 
yourself to the world!” For 
even his brothers didn’t 
believe in him. John 7:3-5



At about three o’clock, Jesus called 
out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 
lema sabachthani?” which means 
“My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me?” Matthew 27:46



Some of the bystanders 
misunderstood and thought 
he was calling for the 
prophet Elijah.  
Matthew 27:47



Jewish Law makes it our duty to pray 
three times daily: in the morning, in 
the afternoon and at nightfall. These 
prayers are called morning prayer 
(shacharit), afternoon prayer, (minchah, 
3pm) and evening prayer (arvith or 
maariv ). Rabbi Nissan Mindel

At about three o’clock

Psalms pervade the 
established Jewish liturgy of 
morning, afternoon, and 
evening prayer services.  
Rabbi Simkha Y. Weintraub



At about three o’clock

One day Peter and John were 
going up to the temple at the 
time of prayer—at three in the 
afternoon. Act 3:1

Even on the cross Jesus was still 
abiding by Jewish custom.

What Psalm 
was He praying?



For the choir director: A psalm  
of David, to be sung to the tune  
“Doe of the Dawn.” 
  
My God, my God, why have you 
abandoned me? Psalm 22:1

The Rest of the Story

Even in the agony 
of the cross Jesus is 
still teaching us



For the choir 
director: A psalm of 
David, to be sung 
to the tune “Doe 
of the Dawn.” 
Psalm 22 Title

And Pilate posted a 
sign on the cross 

that read, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King 

of the Jews.”  
John 19:19



But I am a worm 
and not a man. I 
am scorned and 
despised by all! 

Everyone who sees 
me mocks me. 
They sneer and 

shake their heads, 
saying, “Is this the 
one who relies on 
the Lord? Then let 
the Lord save him! 
If the Lord loves 
him so much, let 
the Lord rescue 
him!” vs 6-8

“He saved others,” 
they scoffed, “but 
he can’t save 

himself! So he is 
the King of Israel, 
is he? Let him 
come down from 

the cross right now, 
and we will believe 
in him! He trusted 
God, so let God 

rescue him now if 
he wants him  

Matthew 27:42-43



My enemies 
surround me like a 
pack of dogs; an 
evil gang closes in 
on me. They have 
pierced my hands 
and feet. I can 

count all my bones. 
My enemies stare 
at me and gloat. 
They divide my 
garments among 
themselves and 

throw dice for my 
clothing. vs 16-18

Two others were 
crucified with him, 
one on either side, 
with Jesus between 
them. John 19:18

The crowd 
watched and the 
leaders scoffed. 
Luke 23:35



My enemies 
surround me like a 
pack of dogs; an 
evil gang closes in 
on me. They have 
pierced my hands 
and feet. I can 

count all my bones. 
My enemies stare 
at me and gloat. 
They divide my 
garments among 
themselves and 

throw dice for my 
clothing. vs 16-18

Crucifixion was 
invented by the 

Persians in 
300-400BC and 

developed, during 
Roman times

There they nailed 
him to the cross 

John 19:18

Psalm 22 was 
written 1044 BC



My enemies 
surround me like a 
pack of dogs; an 
evil gang closes in 
on me. They have 
pierced my hands 
and feet. I can 

count all my bones. 
My enemies stare 
at me and gloat. 
They divide my 
garments among 
themselves and 

throw dice for my 
clothing. vs 16-18

When the soldiers 
had crucified Jesus, 
they divided his 
clothes among the 
four of them. They 
also took his robe, 
but it was seamless, 
woven in one piece 

from top to 
bottom. So they 
said, “Rather than 
tearing it apart, 

let’s throw dice for 
it.” John 19:23-24



Praise the Lord, all you who 
fear him! Honour him, all you 
descendants of Jacob! Show him 
reverence, all you descendants of 
Israel! For he has not ignored or 
belittled the suffering of the 
needy. He has not turned his 
back on them, but has listened 
to their cries for help. vs 23-24



I will praise you in the great 
assembly. I will fulfill my vows 
in the presence of those who 
worship you. The poor will eat 
and be satisfied. All who seek 
the Lord will praise him. Their 
hearts will rejoice with 
everlasting joy. The whole 
earth will acknowledge the 
Lord and return to him. All 
the families of the nations will 
bow down before him. For 
royal power belongs to the 
Lord. He rules all the nations. 
vs 25-28



Our children will also serve him. 
Future generations will hear 
about the wonders of the Lord. 
His righteous acts will be told to 
those not yet born. They will 
hear about everything he has 
done. vs 30-31



Yet it seems that the speaker is 
innocent. The singer does not 
protest innocence per se, but there 
is no hint of confession of sin or 
repentance in this psalm as there 
is in others. The psalm depicts 
the suffering of the faithful 
innocent – one who can expect 
salvation from God based on the 
character of God as revealed in 
the past. Kathy Maxwell 

Before Jesus referenced 
Psalm 22 it was 
known as the Psalm 
of the Innocent Man



So when Jesus says, "My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?" he's saying, 
"Psalm 22." He expected his hearers to 
catch the literary allusion. And his 
hearers should have thought of the 
whole thing, not just the first verse
Is Jesus saying "I have been 
forsaken by God"? No. He's 
declaring, "Psalm 22! Pay 
attention! This psalm, this 
messianic psalm, applies to me! Do 
you see it? Do you see the 
uncanny way that my death is 
fulfilling this psalm?” Jesus has 
done this before. At the beginning 
of his ministry, in Luke 4… 
Al Hsu



 This disciple is the one who testifies 
to these events and has recorded them 
here. And we know that his account 
of these things is accurate.

 Jesus also did many 
other things. If they 
were all written down, I 
suppose the whole world 
could not contain the 
books that would be 
written. John 21:24-25


