
Divided we…



The bible might be the ultimate Rorschach test of the human condition

Do you see God as He is or as you wish Him to be?

But there is one thing I want you to know: The head of every man is Christ, the 
head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. A man dishonours his head 
if he covers his head while praying or prophesying. But a woman dishonours 

her head if she prays or prophesies without a covering on her head, for this 
is the same as shaving her head. Yes, if she refuses to wear a head covering, 
she should cut off all her hair! But since it is shameful for a woman to have her 

hair cut or her head shaved, she should wear a covering. 11:3-6

Recap



Headship used in this context is unclear at the worst, and at its most clear 
points towards origin (as in Genesis).  Head coverings is clearly a Corinth 
cultural issue as there is no other New Testament passages that urge the 

reader to replicate this behaviour.  And with women, Paul is clear that women 
and men participate in the Kingdom based on whom the Spirit would choose.

Recap



But among the Lord’s people, women are not independent of men, and men are 
not independent of women. For although the first woman came from man, every 

other man was born from a woman, and everything comes from God. Vs 11-12

Recap



Corinth is sensual

Corinth is immature

Corinth is struggling with transformation

Corinth is trying to blend the Gospel and culture

Recap



“the splintering of the evangelical soul”, Timothy Dalrymple

“Differing informational worlds will have differing facts and sources. 
Our challenge today is that we occupy multiple informational 

worlds with little in common and much hostility between them.”

“Sources are considered more trustworthy when they deliver 
claims we find plausible, and claims are considered more 

plausible when they come from sources we trust.”  



“This sense of commonality grew increasingly strained as groups not 
formerly identified as evangelical came to be lumped together, defining 
the category “evangelical” less in theological terms and more in social, 

cultural, and political terms. This broader evangelical movement today is 
dividing into separate communities that still hold some moral and theological 

commitments in common but differ dramatically on their sources of 
information and their broader view of the world. Their informational 

worlds have little overlap. They can only discuss a narrow range of topics 
if they do not want to fall into painful and exasperated disagreement.” 

“the splintering of the evangelical soul”, Timothy Dalrymple



“So perhaps we can begin to build bridges across our informational 
worlds. Perhaps we can nurture a healthy media ecosystem that 

offers a balanced view of the world and a generous conversation about 
it. Perhaps we can restore a culture of leadership defined by humility 
over celebrity and integrity over influence. Perhaps we can invite 

those who have found counterfeit community in their political tribes 
to rediscover a richer and more robust community in Christ. All of 

these things will be essential to rebuilding a shared understanding of 
the world God created and what it means to follow Christ within it.”

“the splintering of the evangelical soul.”, Timothy Dalrymple



There are thousands of reasons for us to be divided, but 
only one (as authentic disciples of Christ) to be united



What divides you?



 But in the following instructions, I cannot praise you. For it 
sounds as if more harm than good is done when you meet 

together. First, I hear that there are divisions among you when 
you meet as a church, and to some extent I believe it. Vs 17-18



When you meet together, you are not really interested in the Lord’s 
Supper. For some of you hurry to eat your own meal without sharing with 

others. As a result, some go hungry while others get drunk. What? Don’t you 
have your own homes for eating and drinking? Or do you really want to disgrace 
God’s church and shame the poor? What am I supposed to say? Do you want 

me to praise you? Well, I certainly will not praise you for this! Vs 20-22



The churches in Corinth met in well-to-do patrons’ homes. In Greco-Roman 
society, patrons often seated members of their own high social class in 
the special triclinium (the best room), while others were served, in plain 

view of this room, in the atrium (the couches in which might seat as 
many as forty persons). The guests in the larger room, the atrium, were 

served inferior food and inferior wine, and often complained about the 
situation. This societal problem spilled over into the church. Craig Keener

Background



As we have seen in previous sermons on this letter, it is vital that we attempt 
to understand Paul’s discussion of the abuse of the Supper against the backdrop 

of Greco-Roman culture, with its emphasis upon feasting and communal 
meals. Such meals were commonly celebrated in one of the pagan temples or 

guild halls throughout the city. On the one hand, the Corinthians would have 
been very familiar with communal meals like that one instituted by Jesus on his 

last night together with his disciples. Yet, on the other hand, the Corinthians 
would have dined only with those of the same social standing and profession, 

or with members of the same religious sect. Dr. Kim Riddlebarger

Background



Divisions, schisma from schizo = to cleave, split as the 
rock, literally a split, a rift, and in a garment a tear or rent. Schisma 
pictures the destruction of unity through force and was used of a 
tear in a garment or political factions engaged in a struggle for power.

Factions, (sects) hairesis from haireo = to choose, elect, 
prefer; denotes a choosing or a choice. It came to mean an opinion 
chosen or a tenet (a principle, belief, or doctrine generally held to be 
true) and then came to refer to a sect, party or faction that held 

tenets distinctive to it.  hairesis evolved it came to mean “an opinion,” 
especially a self-willed opinion, which is substituted for submission 
to the power of truth, and leads to division and the formation of sects

https://www.preceptaustin.org/matthew-9-commentary#tear


But, of course, there must be divisions among you so that 
you who have God’s approval will be recognized! Vs 19



Evident/approved, phanerós  = manifest, visible, conspicuous, give light; 
to make to shine, to cause to become visible, means made visible as an 
external manifestation to senses. The very nature of phaneros suggests a 

visibility that gives the observer an ability to define immediately what is seen.

Everyone is equal, but not everyone is the same



For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are 
announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again. Vs 26



So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily is 
guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. That is why you 

should examine yourself before eating the bread and drinking the cup. For 
if you eat the bread or drink the cup without honouring the body of 

Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself. Vs 27-29



Unworthy, anaxios= of worth or weight, is an adverb which means in 
a careless manner, in an improper manner. The idea of axios is “bringing 

into balance” with extensions such as "being appropriate".  It refers to 
the drawing up of weights and thus signifies “of unequal weight,” one 

side of the scales rising high, the other dropping low. 

we are unworthy of any of the Lord’s mercy or kindness to us. Unworthy is 
not an adjective describing the condition of the one partaking of communion, 

but an adverb, describing the manner in which one partakes of the Lord’s 
Supper. An awareness of your brokenness doesn’t make you unworthy, 
thinking someone lesser than you needs this more makes you unworthy



The Passover seder (literally, “order”) is probably the most celebrated and 
beloved of Jewish home rituals. Many Jews have cherished memories of 
past family times spent at a seder. It is believed that the obligation to 
tell the story of the Exodus was observed by Jews ever since the actual 

Exodus itself. The three fundamental patterns of the seder are the family, 
the individual, and the nation. As a home event involving the full family 

as well as guests, the seder draws together all age groups. It 
requires the participation of the old and the young. My Jewish Learning

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Passover/Themes_and_Theology/Narrating_the_Exodus.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/2500_BCE-539_BCE/Social_History/Exodus.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/2500_BCE-539_BCE/Social_History/Exodus.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/2500_BCE-539_BCE/Social_History/Exodus.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/2500_BCE-539_BCE/Social_History/Exodus.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/2500_BCE-539_BCE/Social_History/Exodus.shtml
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/history/Ancient_and_Medieval_History/2500_BCE-539_BCE/Social_History/Exodus.shtml


You (present tense - continually), pattern of behaviour, continuously

What this tells us is that the situation is worse than we imagine, the Corinthians 
have chosen this behaviour and it has became the posture within this ecclesia



What Divides Us?

Fear: differences as contagion

Pride: groupings as signalling

Self Righteousness: perspective as truth

Truer Truth: information hierarchy 

Whichever “thing” that does divide it us, it is the church following the culture



There are two different types of dehumanization: a human compared 
to an animal or a human compared to an object. What people think 
separates humans from other animals and objects is their mental 

capacity—their ability to process things both cognitively (in the case of 
animals) and also emotionally (in the case of objects). It’s important in 
our current world because people tend to dehumanize those with whom 
they disagree. Juliana Schroeder, UC Berkeley Haas School of Business



Division is the most effective weapon of the enemy



For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are 
announcing the Lord’s death until he comes again. Vs 26

Announcing that we all need grace and forgiveness

Declaring before the cross we all humbly stand together

Proclaiming to the world we are united in our love for He whom saved us

Shouting to the world that we reject their labels and tribalism



What divides you?
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What unites you?



Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort 
from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts 
tender and compassionate? Then make me truly happy by agreeing 
wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and working 

together with one mind and purpose. Philippians 2:1-2
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