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Recap

Religious entertainment is in many places rapidly 
crowding out the serious things of God. Many 
churches these days have become little more 
than poor theatres where fifth-rate ”producers” 
peddle their shoddy wares with the full approval 
of evangelical leaders who can even quote a holy 
text in defense of their delinquency. And hardly 

a man dares raise his voice against it.               
AW Tozer, 1955



 Do not love the world or anything in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is 
not in them. For everything in the world—the 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life—comes not from the Father but 

from the world. The world and its desires pass 
away, but whoever does the will of God lives 

forever. 1 John 2:15-17

Recap



We know that we are children of God, and that 
the whole world is under the control of the evil 
one. We know also that the Son of God has 

come and has given us understanding, so that 
we may know him who is true. And we are in him 
who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He 
is the true God and eternal life. Dear children, 

keep yourselves from idols. 
1 John 5:19-21

Recap



Christ had no interest in gathering vast crowds of 
professed adherents who would melt away as 

soon as they found out what following Him 
actually demanded of them. In our own 

presentation of Christ's gospel, therefore, we need 
to lay a similar stress on the cost of following 

Christ and make sinners face it soberly before we 
urge them to respond to the message of free 
forgiveness. In common honesty, we must not 
conceal the fact that free forgiveness in one 

sense will cost everything. 
J. I. Packer



Malabsorption Syndrome
Malabsorption is difficulty in the digestion or 

absorption of nutrients from food. Malabsorption 
can affect growth and development, or it can 

lead to specific illnesses.

Normally, foods are digested and nutrients 
(proteins, carbohydrates, fats, vitamins, and 
minerals) are absorbed into the bloodstream 

mainly in the small intestine. Malabsorption may 
occur if a disorder; Interferes with the digestion 

of food, Interferes with the absorption of 
nutrients



Six parables grouped in sets of two

Matthew 13



The problem of parables

Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in 
parables; he did not say anything to them 

without using a parable. So was fulfilled what 
was spoken through the prophet: “I will open 

my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden 
since the creation of the world.” vs 34-35

“‘they may be ever seeing but never 
perceiving, and ever hearing but never 

understanding; Mark 4:12

Matthew 13



 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took 
and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest 
of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of 

garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds come and perch in its branches.” 

He told them still another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it 

worked all through the dough.” Matthew 13:31-33

Growth Matthew 13



Jesus is showing that the Kingdom of Heaven 
starts small, but outgrows our vision of what 

we thought it was

Matthew 13Growth



  “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden 
in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, 
and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 
bought that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he 
found one of great value, he went away and sold 

everything he had and bought it. vs 44-46

Matthew 13Value



The Kingdom costs us everything

But the value far exceeds the cost

Matthew 13Value
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Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in 

his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and went away. When the wheat 

sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also 
appeared.” Matthew 13:24-26

Matthew 13Seperation



“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, 
didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where 
then did the weeds come from?’ “‘An enemy did 
this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, ‘Do you 

want us to go and pull them up?’ vs 27-28

Matthew 13Seperation



 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are 
pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat 
with them. Let both grow together until the 
harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: 

First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles 
to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it 

into my barn.’” vs 29-30

Matthew 13Seperation



Lolium temulentum (Darnel Ryegrass)

Lolium temulentum is a weedy 
annual grass. The plant stem can 

grow up to 1 meter tall. The flower 
is a large panicle ("ears"). The ears 
are light and upright and mature 

ones are black in colour.

The seeds of darnel are poisonous, 
or are commonly infested by a 

poisonous fungus

Matthew 13Seperation



“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net 
that was let down into the lake and caught all 
kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen 
pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down 
and collected the good fish in baskets, but 

threw the bad away.” vs 47-48

Matthew 13Seperation



The net in this case is not the hand-net of 
Matthew 4:18, but the sagenè, or great drag-

net, which drew in a larger haul of fishes

Sapros (bad)-rotten, putrefied

the putrid ones, which, already dead and 
putrefying, are yet enclosed in the net

Matthew 13Seperation

Then they sat down and collected the good 
fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.
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Three Truths about the Kingdom (Church, You)
Growth (Mustard Seed & Yeast)

Value (Field & Pearl)

Separation (Weeds & Net)
Poison and Dead

Start and Growth

Found and Cost

“yet when it grows, it is the largest, worked all through”

“in his joy, sold everything he had”

“grow together until the harvest, threw the bad away”



Three Truths about the Kingdom (Church, You)
Growth (Mustard Seed & Yeast)

Value (Field & Pearl)

Separation (Net & Weeds)
Mingled in growth, separated at maturity

Expansion beyond boundaries

What value can you place on eternity

“yet when it grows, it is the largest, worked all through”
faith starts small, must work all the way through

“sold all he had, sold everything he had”
at first, Jesus is a choice, but He becomes all

God expects us to be faithful with what He 
entrusts to us

“grow together until the harvest, threw the bad away”



 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He 
cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it 

will be even more fruitful. John 15:1-2

 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 

me you can do nothing. vs 5

If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked 

up, thrown into the fire and burned.  vs 6


